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His THoUGHTSs troubled him, | _ 


God's holy word, once trivial in his view, 
Now, by the voice of his experience, true; 
No wounds like thoſe a wounded ſpirit feels, 
a | No cure for ſuch, till God who makes them, heals. 
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TO 


THE READER. 


RE ADER, 


Tus following thoughts were delivered from 
the pulpit, in the ſame plain, unornamented 
ſtyle, in which they now appear in print. 
The circumſtances attending Mr. F.'s illneſs, 
and the remarks I made on them in public, 
having been miſrepreſented, any thing like an 
apology for the preſent publication appears un+ 
neceſſary. There are perſons who will circu- 
late a 4nown falſehood, and endeavour to per- 
ſuade themſelves they are innocent, becauſe 
they were not the authors of it. Their little 
minds are ſtored with an abundance of tales, 

A 2 and 
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and which, if but gew, they whiſper to diffe- 


rent companies, unanxious about the truth or 


the falſchood of them. 


It has been aſſerted, ſtrange to ſay ! that in 
my funeral diſcourſe for Mr. F. I had doomed 0 
him to bell. This is a common. complaint 
againſt miniſters who, inſtead of commending 
the dead, endeavour to alarm the living, by 
preaching againſt their ſins ; and, as it reſpects 
myſelf, the falſehood of it is well known to 
hundreds of witnefles, ſo that, on my own ac 
count, I do not feel the {lighteſt uncaſineſs. 
Doom him to hel! !—what could induce me to 
convey ſo cenſurable an idea? I am not his 
judge, but the beſt friend he ever had in the 
world; unleſs it ſhall appear that another per- 
fon has been more faithful to him than myſelf. 
Had he, during his illneſs, manifeſted no con- 


cern about his ſoul, his ſins, and his falva- 


tion, the hackneyed phraſe would, no doubt, 
| have been applied to him, He died ike a lamb. 
| In that caſe, indeed, I could not have entertain- 


ed 


CEP - 
ed a ſcriptural hope of his ſalvation z but his 


circumſtances were widely different. He was 


convinced of his loſt condition, and ſeriouſly 

concerned for the ſalvation of his ſoul, - the 

ſpiritual and eternal intereſts of which he long 
F had awfully neglected. 


How many, alas ! do die lite lambs ; that is, 
with the ſtupid inſenſibility of a beaſt. Blind- 
ed by fin, deluded by Satan, entertaining falſe 
notions of God and themſelves, they leave the 
world with * the hope of the hypocrite, which 
ſhall periſh.” Flattered by a deceitful heart— 
ſtrengthened in their deluſion by ſelf-righteous 
friends, and ignorant prieſts, they exemplify the 
truth of the obſervation, that the wicked 
have no bands in their death,“ and learn their 


real condition too—too late, to rectify miſ- 
takes. 


1 


I am ready to anſwer every proper inquiry 
reſpecting what I have written of Mr. F. and 
to prove what I have aſſerted. 


Let 


6 

Let no one be ſurpriſed, if ſome, from miſ- 
information, and others, from their enmity to 
religion, ſhould repreſent all that Mr. F. ſaid 
in his laſt illneſs, to be the effect of madneſs. 
If he ſaid nothing about his ſoul before his mind 
was diſordered, then his /aft teſtament became 
void, and his repentance impoſſible, Can a 
madman repent of his ſins? To aſſert that 
he was not concerned about his ſoul whilſt 
in the exerciſe of his reaſon, is ſaying that he 


died without repentance, and, of conſequence, 
that he is gone to hell, To ſuch inconſiderate 


lengths have ſome even of his friends pro- 
ceeded, that ſooner than confeſs the truth, 
they have inſinuated ſuch things as ſtrongly 
imply that he died under the power of fin. 
I do not know any man in the neighbourhood, 
deſtitute of religion, for whom I had a greater 
reſpect; and I hope, no one will think I was 


ſtimulated by any other motive to this publi- 


lication, than a love of my Bible—a ſenſe of 
duty to its Author—and a deſire of contri- 


buting to the improvement of this inſtruc- 
tive 
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tive providence, I have uſed the word Bible, 
for the whole volume of revealed truth : a book 
which many, who fear it 1s true, ©* ww7/þ to be 
falſe; and endeavour to find it ſo. Perſons ſtrongly 
endeavouring to be in the wrong, Heaven may 
puniſh with ſucceſs; and may permit them to 
believe their own lie ; that is,—to fall on their 
own ſword, which was drawn againſt the 
truth,” 


Some truths, recently mentioned by me 
to Mr. F. in private, but of which he could 
form no proper conception, have been fince 
inſcribed upon his mind by an inviſible and 
unerring hand ; which on his death-bed broke 
the ſeal, and diſcovered to him their mean» 


ing and importance, 


THE 


THE 


CONFESSION OF A DEIST. 


His Age, Character, and Sentiments. 


M x. F. the ſubject of this pamphlet, died about thirty- 
three years of age, He poſſeſſed an intelligent mind, 
a good natural temper, and diſcovered to all a beha- 
viour open, manly, and engaging. In his profeſſion 
he was generally and deſervedly eſteemed. As a man 
of the world, he loved its pleaſures, and purſued them 
as far as his buſineſs would permit; but the card-table 
was his fayourite amuſement, He would frequently 
fay to me, © I am prodigioufly fond of cards.” As. 
to religion, he was a Deiſt; that is, he profeſſed to be- 
lieve, that his Reaſon, unaſſiſted by the Bible, or any 
_ revelation from God, was ſufficient to direct him in the 
path of duty and happineſs. 

It was his opinion that the ſoul was material—diffe- 
rently organized from the body, and ſubject to decay and 
to diſſolution, Being the apothecary to my family, he 
would often, in his viſits, converſe with me upon religi- 
ous ſubjects. He ſeldom came when I was at home, 


but 1 took the opportunity of addreſſing him con- 
B cerning 


' 


(2.3 | 
cerning the fallen ſtate of his ſoul, and of his need of 
pardon and ſalvation. He always heard me patiently, 
and brought forward his objections againſt the Bible 
with great coolneſs of temper, and unreſerved free- 
dom. Though I have ſometimes addreſſed him for 
an hour or two at a time, in the cloſeit manner I was 
capable, I never once ſaw his temper ruffled. It is 
true, in the preſence of ſome perſons, he could throw 


out an unfair reflection againſt religion and its friends; 


but in my preſence he never laughed at any part of 
the ſacred ſcriptures, the hiſtory of Jonah excepted. 
ce And do you, ſaid he, © really believe, that the 
whale ſwallowed Jonah, and that he'was preſerved, and 
brought forth again upon the dry land?“ -I anſwered, 
Whether it was a whale, I know not, although the word 
is uſed in the New Teſtament; but the paſlage in the 
book of Jonah reads, © Now the Lerd had prepared a 
GREAT FISH, Without ſpecifying its particular kind. 
Is there no fiſh in the mighty waters capable of 
ſwallowing a man? But if not, could nor that God 


to whom * all things are poffible, the author of 


this Creation, prepare one for this purpoſe ? for the 
words are, God prepared a great fiſh.' Conſidering 
the importance of a revelation from God to man, and 
that miracles are deſigned as a confirmation of it, is 
there any thing in this miracle unworthy of the wiſdom, 
the juſtice, the power, or the kindneſs of God?“ 
After a ſhort pauſe, he replied, Well ! you are happy 
in the belief of the Bible, and 7 am eaſy without it. 
1 have no fears about my ſoul, for I believe it will die 
with my body; I am never diſturbed about theſe 


things.” 
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& #9 
things.” To this I rejoined, © Ah! dear fir, that is a 
mere bravado. In the ſmiling hour of health and 
proſperiry, you may appear to have conquered. your 
fears; but in the trying hour of ſicknels and death, 
your fears will conquer y After a long pauſe, 
which was not uncommon to him, he aroſe and wiſhed 
me a good day. | 

Mr. F. would now and then ſay, “I can read what 
is called profane hiſtory, with as much pleaſure as ano- 
ther reads his Bible.” But there is nothing won- 
derful in this. The authors of profane hiſtory, too fre- 
quently, are partial. They have their favourites to flatter, 
and their favourite fins to palhate; and they often 
commend, as virtues, what the Bible condemns as 
crimes, But the impartial book of God, inſtead of 
making light of ſin, every where deſcribes it, in its own 
odious nature, and tremendous conſequences, Pro- 
fane hiſtory addreſſes our reaſon and paſſions ; but 
the inſpired writers * commend themſelves to every 
man's CONSCIENCE, as in the $IGHT of God!“ - Pro- 
fane hiſtory propoſes motives of action taken from 
intereſt, reputation, falſe honour, and pleaſure ; the 
divine writers ſpeak with the authority of Him, who 
is ©a juſt God and a Saviour ;” and addreſs us by mo- 
tives drawn from his love on the one hand, and his 
Juſtice on the other ; from a future judgment, from the 
happineſs of heaven, and the pains of hell. Pro- 
fane hiſtory records actions, and miſtakes” their mo- 
tives; but © the word of God,” through the influ- 
ence of the divine Spirit, diſcovers the moſt hidden 
« thoughts and intentions of the heart,” Who then 
| B 2 can 
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q can wonder, that a man of pleaſure, the ſlave of ſin, 
; ſhould prefer the book, which records the crimes of 
| others, before one which condemns him for his own 
: open and “ ſecret faults?” Mr. F. thought, as many 
ö do, © that ſincerity renders any religion acceptable to 
 God};” a ſentiment replete with abſurdities. Strange 
that a deluded pagan,” burning alive his firſt-born aa 
an offering to God, ſhould be accepted in his ſavage 
barbarity, by a Being of infinite goodneſs and juſtice, 
| Yet this deluded heathen, “ thinks he does God ſer- 
vice,” as did Paul, before his converſion, in perſecut- 
ing the followers of Chriſt, He faid, “ I verily 
thought with myſelf, that Jour to do many things 
againſt the name of Jeſus of Nazareth.” So far he was 
incere, but deceived; and after his converſion from ſuch 
ſincerity and ſelf-deception, he ſays, © did it igno- 
rantly and in unbelief.“ What he boaſted of, previous 
to his converſion, as fincere and blameleſs, he after- 
wards acknowledged to be his /in, repented of it, and 

e obtained mercy.” 
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His Sickneſs, Difreſs of Mind, and 
Confeſſion, 


Ms, F. while viſiting a patient at ſome diſtance from 


home, complained that he felt himſelf chilled. His 
friend gave him ſome warm wine, and he quickly re- 


turned. The medicine he ſoon after took had not the 
deſired effect. An eminent phyſician attended him; 
but—ſooner or later, * the gift of healing muſt fail!“ 
After ſome variations in his diſorder, he was appre- 
henſive that death was approaching. This through 
divine influence produced in his mind a train of ſolemn 
reflections. He ſaw, he felt, he owned his ſituation. 
He was afraid he ſhould die he dreaded the conſequences 
of death—his mind was filled with the greateſt anguiſh. 


His anxious and ſympathizing relatives and friends en- 


deavoured to conſole his mind, by what hey thought 
enlivening converſation. They exhorted him not to 
give way to deſpondency, and attempted to cheer him 
with hopes of recovery, but all in vain, One told 
him, © You have led a good life ;” another ſaid, « You 
have been a good liver ;”” the clergyman aſſured him 
cc he had no reaſon to be afraid;” but © miſerable 
comforters were they all.” His convinced and troubled 
conſcience * refuſed to be comforted,” by any ſuch 
paltry conſiderations. His immortal ſoul, his ſinful and 


long · neglected ſoul, now occupied all his thoughts; 
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and, among other things, he acknowledged, with un- 
utterable diſtreſs, his neglect of the Lord's-day, and 
the public worſhip of God. One of his friends made 
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an apology for his neglect of the ſabbath, but he not 
admitting the excuſe, condemned himſelf for employ- 
ing the opportunities he might have enjoyed to other 
purpoſes. 

To one he ſaid, « Mr, C. once told me that he 
would rather have a millftone chained to his neck, and 
be caſt into the midſt of the ſea, than be overtaken 
by affliction and death, with zy ſentiments and diſpo- 
ſitions ;” and immediately added, “ well he might ſay 
ſo!” I well remember, when he attended one of my 
dear httle daughters in dying circumſtances, to have 
addreſſed him in the above words; but I never men- 
tioned it even to my wile; I am therefore very certain 
he uttered that expreſſion. He wiſhed thoſe about him 
to take warning, and not to neglect God and thelr ſouls 
as he had done. A perſon to whom he was dear told 
me, that he never in his life ſaw a mind worked up to 
ſuch a pitch of diſtreſs, nor a conſcience ſo oppreſſed 
with guilt; and that he declared if he recovered, he 
would expoſe his ignorance and miſery to the world, 

Mr. F. had a general acquaintance with men and 
things ; but he knew not clearly the © one thing need- 
ful.” He was totally ignorant how his loſt ſoul could 
be ſaved, conſiſtent with the j of God. At ano- 
ther time he ſaid, «I have converſed with Mr. C. 
about religion, without appearing to believe any thing 
he ſaid; but if I am reſtored, I will own the truth to 
him, and I ought to do it upon my kaces,” 
: 1 Should 
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Should the reader aſk, what prevented him from 
acknowledging the convictions he felt? Jet his decla- 
ration on his dying bed anſwer, “My pride, and the 
fear of being called a methodiſt, would not permit me 
to own what I did believe.” But however formidable 
the. word Methodiſt appeared to him, when amongſt his 
worldly companions, it had no weight on his mind in 
the near views of eternity; nor did he 7bex doubt who 
was in the right; for he told thoſe about him, that 
Mr. C. was fo, and if he recovered, he would go to 
him, and attend upon his miniſtry.” 
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His Deſpair, Derangement, and Death. 


THz beft and the worſt of men have been the ſub- 
jects of mental derangement. It is occaſioned ſome- 
times by the force of diſeaſe; in other inſtances, by the 
violence of diſeaſe and the horrors of a guilty con- 
ſcience united ; and, not unfrequently, by the combined 
influence of diſeaſe, guilt, and temptation, 


While guilt diſturb'd and broke his peace, 
Nor fleſh, nor ſoul, had reſt or eaſe, 


A ſtrong and vivid apprehenſion of the divine Ma- 
jeſty and glory; of his purity and power, his truth and 
Juſtice, diſplayed in his vaſt creation, in the operations 
of his providence, and the commands and threatenings 
of his holy law, are well calculated to deſtroy a ſinner's 
ſelf-righteous hopes, and to excite within him the moſt 
alarming fears. Bodily diſorder may produce, or be 
occaſioned by, the moſt fearful agitations of mind, 
ſuch as God threatened to the rebellious Iſraelites; & I 
will even appoint over you 7errer, conſumption, and 
the burning ague.” When the ſpirit of this threaten- 
ing is felt by any one, either in the foul or body, who 
dan wonder at his bitterly exclaiming, “ The arRows 
of the Almighty are within me, the poiſon whereof 
drinketh up my ſpirit; the TERRORS of God do ſet 

| h themſelves 


. 


themſelves in array againſt me! In ſuch a ſituation, 
the man withdraws from the buſy ſcenes and enjoyments 
of life, His views are wholly confined to his deplor- 
able ſtate, and the horrors of his mind are enlarged be- 
yond conception, by refleftions on what he has been 
what he {5—and what he fears he h be! Such was 
the awful condition of Mr. F. He reviewed the 
paſt—his paſt days and paſt advantages, as gone, and 
gone for ever. His ſins were now recollected, and 
the guilt of them preſſed him down, The warnings he 
had received were brought to his remembrance, whilſt 
his conſcience, the dictates of which he had too fre- 
quently lighted, ſtared him in the face, and filled him 
with inconceivable anguiſh. 

He felt his preſent ſituation, Struck with a mortal 
diſeaſe—oppreſſed with a load of guilt—-deſpairing of 
relief from any around him—without hope of mercy 
from his offended and righteous Judge, he trembled 
in every nerve, in expectation of, what is of all other 
things the molt fearful, © falling into the hands of the 
LIVING Gop.” 

Ihe idea of what would be his future condition op- 
preſſed his heart. He believed he ſhould die—cer- 
tainly die—ſhortly die. He was overwhelmed with 
the painful, painful thought (a thought not familiar 
to his mind), of leaving his worldly 4% He heard 
himſelf called, however reluctant - however prepared 
or unprepared, to bid an agonizing farewell to his bu- 
ſineſs and property; to his friends and relations; to 
his body and the world! His confidence was now to 
be rooted out of his tabernacle, and to bring him to 


THE 
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THE KING OF TERRORS!” Toa man in ſuch a ſitua- 
tion, how can death in its nature, its harbingers, and 
its conſequences, be otherwiſe than unſpeakably tre- 
mendous! If Saran be permitted in thoſe awful mo- 
ments to hurl his © fiery darts,” he muſt feel emphati- 
cally the import of thoſe expreſſive words in the hiſ- 
tory of Saul; * An EVIL $P1RIT from the Lord TER“ 
RIFIED him.” No wonder if that malignant ſpirit who 
once taught the deluded mortal to laugh at the name 
of a devil, as if he had no exiſtence—to ſuppoſe that 
life was a long term—that fin was a harmleſs thing 
that God was all mercy—that he ſhould fare as well 
as others— that he might repent and ſay, Lord have 
mercy upon me, in his laſt moments; no wonder if that 
foul fiend ſhould cruelly triumph over the ſoul he has 
ſo deceived, and preſent to the mind every object cal- 
culated to produce defpair. Such combined cauſes 
may, and, it 1s not improbable, often do, produce in- 
ſanity. Even a good man once exclaimed, © While I 
ſuffer thy terrors, I am diſtracted.“ If it be poſſible 
for a ſaint of the firſt rank to be oppreſſed with a diſ- 
tracting ſenſe of the terrors of God, need we wonder 
that a bad man fhould be tortured in a higher degree? 

Poor Mr, F. apprehending himſelf to be on the 
brink of the grave, and the verge of hell (this was re- 
ally his, ſorrowful caſe), was thrown into ſuch unut- 
terable agony, as to be bereft of his reaſon. He was 
deranged for ſeveral days; and when favoured with 
ſhort lucid intervals, (in which he knew and converſed 
with thoſe about him), the thoughts, © I ſhall die and 
be baniſhed into hell,” ſoon again overwhelmed his 


ſpirit, 


. 
ſpirit, and left him a miſerable prey to diſtraction. 
c A dread of furuRITx,“ ſaid his ****, «© drove him 
mad,” 


If God ſhuts up in fad deſpair, 


Who can remove the heavy bar ? 


Every time he was favoured with a return of rea- 
fon, he diſcovered a painful ſenſe of the evil of fin ;— 
he felt the guilt ariſing from the neglect of God and 
his word z—he mourned over his loſt opportunities 
of ſeeking the knowledge and enjoyment of the beſt 
things. He declared his full porpoſe, if reſtored, of 
attending to the great concerns of his ſoul; and of 
aſſociating with the people who meet in the diſſenting 
place of worſhip at Maidenhead, where he was now 
convinced, “ the truth, as it is in Jeſus,” is publiſh- 
ed. He ſolemnly warned his companions not to fol- 
low his example, and poured out his ſoul in fervent 
prayer to that God, whoſe mercy, when in health, he 
had never ſeriouſly implored. He felt, it is true, no 
{mall difficulty in praying, as all neceſſarily muſt, who 
are wholly ſtrangers to that exerciſe, till they are laid 
upon a dying bed. He frankly acknowledged, and 
molt bitterly lamented, that he had lived contrary to 
the truth which he had heard from me, and repug- 
nant to the convictions of his own mind. To one, 
on a certain occaſion, he mentioned the ſufferings of 
Chriſt. “ ſuffer much (faid he), and I deſerve 
it, and much more; but what are my ſufferings com- 
pared with the ſufferings of Chriſt for ſinners?” The 
ſufferings of Chriſt, if I am not miſtaken, were the laſt 


ſubject 
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0 ſubject on which we ever converſed, in my houſe. He 


| had lain for ſome time ſenſeleſs Heard you that 
1 groan ?—Tt was his laſt.” 
.=- 


His repentance, I hope, was “ a repentance unto 
| falvation,” and the Lord Jeſus I truſt received his ſpi- 
| rit. His 1lIneſs and departure were unexpected, aw- 
ful, and pregnant with inſtruction. They ſpeak to 
ll they ſpeak to you, Reader, with great energy, in 
| the language of our Saviour, © Re you allo ready; for 
i in ſuch an hour as you think not, THz Son of Man 
q cometh !” 


REFLECTIONS 


REFLECTIONS. 


Beware of idolixing your Reason. Mr. F. of whom 
we have been writing, attended to his reaſon, in oppo= 


ſition to God's infallible word, Reaſon, detached from 


Revelation, is but a diſeaſed, weak, and dim eye; deſti- 
tute of light, The reaſoning powers of man, in con- 
ſequence of his apoſtaſy, are depraved, *enervated, ob- 
ſcured. Man is abſolutely incapacitated to know and 
return to God as his friend and portion, without the 
Bible. Yea, he is unable to return, even in the en- 
joyment of it, unleſs © the Spirit of knowledge and 
of power” illuminate and ſtrengthen his dark and 


feeble mind, Mr. F. once took occaſion to tell me 
that ** without the Bible, or any Revelation, his rea- 


ſen could diſcern that God was good—that this appeared 


in the works of nature and providence.” I anſwered, 
« Yes, my dear Sir, God is good; and the heavens, 
the earth, and ſea, proclaim his goodneſs; but is it 
not wonderful, beyond compare, think you, that this 
good God, who has conſulted the weli-being of all 


his creatures, 1n ten thouſand inſtances, and particu- 


larly of his creature man, ſhould have left him deſ- 
titute of any certain rule or guide to his judgment 
and actions? - leſt him to grope in awful darkneſs and 


painful uncertainty! Surely, your ſentiment is a re- 


fection on that goodne/s of God, of which you enter- 


tain | 


<Q 14.) 

tain ſuch honourable ideas. For if the Bible be not 
true—if we have no revelation—then this good God, 
] with all his attention to the bodies of men, and even 
1 to the irrational creation, has abandoned their minds 
1 to a dreadful uncertainty reſpecting their duty and hap- 
b pineſs, in life and death. 

| Are you not convinced of having ſinned againſt the 
dictates of your conſcience, in numerous inſtances ? 
and do not you obſerve, that fallen man, in the diffe- 
rent ſtages of his life, is the ſubject of a variety of diſ- 
| eaſes, of torturing pains, and of terrible deaths? 
Have you never known a man cut off by ſudden 
| death, juſt when he had attained to the ſummit of his 
worldly hopes ? and from ſuch ſtriking events, have 
you not as much reaſon to dread the divine Jusrick, 
as to hope in the divine goodneſs? If your reafon at 
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18 bone time ſays, God will be merciful to me, as a good 
God, does ſhe not ſuggeſt at another ſeaſon, he will pu- 
niſh me as a 7izhtrous God? You cannot poſſibly be 
certain that He will t puniſh you. Reaſon, undi- 
rected by © the word of God,” will ſay, he nay he 
may puniſh my fins hereafter ; I am not, I cannot be 

ſure that he will not. It is pile, —and, conſidering 

the appearances of the divine diſpleaſure in 7his world, 

it is prebadble, that God will puniſh fin in a future world. 

Suppoling there be no revelation of God's mercy and 

will to man, where can you find one certain evidence 

that he will forgive; or one inſtance of a ſinner that he 

| has forgiven? Look into the book of nature: can you 
| read in the heavens, the earth, or the ſeas, that God 
will pardon ſin? Can you read in the fun, the moon, 
and 


| 6 599 
and ſtars, a ſentence of this import, © There is rog- 
GIVEN ESS With thee?” No- not a word ;—not a ſyl- 
lable of pardoning mercy, is to be found in all the 
works of nature. The works of nature exhibit, it is 
true, the glory of the divine power, wiſdom, and 
goodneſs; but 2 mercy is there revealed to ſinners. 
Look into the book of Providence: there, © Behold the 
goodneſs and ſeverity of God!“ Behold his awful, 
awful judgments on individuals, families, towns, cities, 
and nations. Can youu reaſonably conclude from your 
worldly pro/perity, that you ſhall meet with favour from 
God? The vile characters on earth are living in eaſe, 
health, wealth, and pleaſure ;—and will your reaſon 
ſay that they are approved by a holy God? Will ſhe 
not rather infer that, as they abuſe his goodneſs and 
long- ſuffering, and yet are not puniſhed in the pre- 
ſent world, they will meet the righteous reward of 
their ſins in that which is to come? But where 
where in all the vaſt of nature, if for a moment you 
forget the Bible, can you find one demon/iration, that 
God will, on any terms whatſoever, forgive fin ? 


All—all is darkneſs and uncertainty. Hence ariſe the 
neceſſity and value of the Bible, that © LAM to our 
feet—that LIGHT to our paths.“ 

Mr. F. could declaim very freely, at: ſeaſons, on 
the all-ſufficiency of reaſon, But what, I would aſk, 
did reaſon, of herſelf, perform for the ſalvation of his 
ſoul ? What n did his reaſon ever conquer? What 
ſpiritual duty did his reaſon ever diſcharge ? Did ſhe 
bring him to God as his reſt and everlaſting all? No; 
ſhe left kim a prey to the love of this world to ſeek 


his 


i | ( 16 ) 
it his happineſs in it, and a broad mark to every ſurround- 
il ing temptation, She left him preferring the ſociety of 
„ worldly minded men, to the company of thoſe who truly 
1 | feared God—ſhe left him preferring a novel or a play, to 
| his Bible; a card-table to the pure and exalted plea- 
ſures of true religion—and a pleaſant ride on the 
4 Lord's-day, to the public worſhip of his Maker! 
| What did reaſon, unaſſiſted by revelation, effect for 
| him in © the time of need;” under great ſufferings, 
and in the article of death? In ſpite of all her boaſted 
1 power, he /unk—he ſunk down under a load of guilt, 
under the terrors of expiring nature, and the dread 
of an eternal world ! He could utter, we acknow- 
ledge, many fine things about the goodneſs of God, and 
the mercy of God, while in health and proſperity ; but 
| when all his worldly hopes vaniſhed and diſappeared, 
„ what then could reaſon do? She proved of no greater 
importance than “a broken reed.” Had his mind 
been enriched with a ſcriptural knowledge of God, had 
it been fortified, by an unſhaken confidence in him, as 
ee pracious and merciful, as faithful and juſt to forgive 
him his ſins,” through the atonement of Jeſus, the 
mountain of his guilt, though it lay heavy upon him, 
would not have cruſhed his hopes; but he would have 
riſen ſuperior to all his fears, and rejoiced in hope of 
the glory of God. 
Reader—Take warning by the inſtance before you ; 
1 and ſhun, as you would a fiery- flying ſerpent, that 
| pride of underſtanding, which ſcorns to be beholden 
to the light of revelation. How important in this 
connection, is the advice of Solomon, “ Truſt in the 


3 Lord,” 


( 17 ) 
Lord,” (as revealed in the Bible) © with all thy heart: 
and lean not to thy own underſtanding :” For, 


I} here Reaſon fails, with all ber powers ; 
There Faith prevails and love adores. 


Let the preceding ſhort narrative be ſo improved, 
as to recommend the BisLE more to your attention, eſ- 
teem, and love. Too many reject it, without exa- 
mining its contents, or the evidences of its divine ori- 
ginal. This conduct is as abſurd as it is hazardous. 
What man can rationally expect to become an aſtro— 
nomer or a phyſician, without ſtudy or practice? A 
knowledge of the great doctrines of Chriſtianity is 
not to be acquired but by attention and labour. 
ce If any man will bo his will, he ſhall know of its 
doctrines, whether they be of God.” How trifling 
and fooliſh is it to ſuppoſe, that by an idle wiſh, or 
a curſory reading, we can attain to a comprehenſive 
underſtanding of the book of God—a book which 
contains the thoughts of an iNriniTE MIND! | 
There are ſome who wh to diſbelieve the truths 
contained in the ſcriptures, though at the ſame time 
they fear they are indubitably true. Before you ven- 
ture to deſpiſe, or even to ſlight the Bible, let me ad- 
viſe you to be ſure, gauze ſure, that its contents are 
. falſe, unworthy of God, and of your regard. If you 
doubt whether you are right—if you think the Bible 
may be true ; if you cannot demonſtrate that it is not a 
gracious revelation from heaven, what a tremendous 
riſque are you running! Think, Reader and think 

| C again: 


( 18 ) 
again: if—jf this book we call the Bible, ſhould be 
found, at laſt, to be true—infallibly true, and you neg- 
lect it, and live in oppoſition to its doctrines, precepts, 
and promiſes, you are left, in a ſeaſon of afflition, and 
in the hour of death, without remedy—left to feel the 
i inſupportable weight of thoſe THREATENINGS which 

it denounces againſt its enemies. 

Infidel, you may now laugh at the Chriſtian's attach- 
ment to his Bible; but you muſt, and you certainly 
will, in moments of ſober, ſerious reflection, believe 
him to be on the /afe ſide. ' His following the dictates 
of revelation, cannot injure either his character or his 

4 intellect, his health or his peace, his proſperity here, 
i or his felicity hereafter. The Chriſtian my/? be right. 
We are not aſhamed, nor afraid to declare, that he 
cannot, in the nature of things, be otherwiſe. Some 
| complain they have o time to read their Bibles. Have 
bh you time to read a newſpaper, a novel, a piece of hiſ- 
tory, or a play? Have you time to ſquander at a pub- 

| lic-houſe, in cards, noiſe, and nonſenſe ? Where the 
| gratifications of ſenſe, the intereſts and pleaſures of 
this world, are the objects, you have time in abundance; 
but alas! no leifure for God—his word - your im- 
| mortal ſouls !—No time to think of death, judgment, 
| and eternity, although you muſt quickly be made ac- 
quainted with your concern in each of them! Is this 
your caſe, Reader? and do you purpole to pay atten- 
tion to the word of God, and your ſalvation at ſome 
future day? Remember Mr. F. is no more! he has 
left behind him all he held dear in this world ; left them 
though 
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619) 
though he was young; left them years, many years 
ſooner than he expected; and will you preſume on ſome 
future, uncertain hour? © Boaſt not thyſelf of to- 
morrow ; for thou knoweſt not what a day may bring 
forth.” To-morrow, your body may be a corpſe, 
and your ſoul—where? Horrible idea! Beyond the 
reach of mercy! Look at poor Mr. F. What conſe- 
quences followed his neglect of the word and will of 
God? He lived in uncertainty reſpecting his future 


| fate, and embraced the moſt pernicious errors. In 


ſickneſs he was plunged into gloomy deſpondency ; 
and like a ſhip in a ſtorm, without anchor or pilot, 
rudder or compaſs, he was © roffed to and fro, and 
not comforted,” till ſinking into the quickſands of 


deſpair, he made ſhipwreck of hope and of his rea- 
ſon, 


Heir the juſt law, the judgment of the ſkies ! 
He that hates truth, ſhall be the dupe of lies, 


Beware of thoſe books which corrupt the judgment; 
enſlave, pollute, and ſenſualize the ſoul—thoſe wicked 


books which tend to extenuate the evil of ſin, the ex- 


cellency of religion, and the value of the Bible. Be- 
ware of companions who are inimical to the ſcriptures, 
to their ſpirit and deſign; and who make no other uſe 
of the Bible than to quore, now and then, a verſe or 
two in order to create a jeſt and raiſe a laugh. Re- 


member, that none but Fools make a mock at fin ;” 


—&# Woe unto thoſe who laugh now for they ſhall 
C2 weep 


cw) 
weep and mourn!” Do not ſtumble at the conduct 
of worldly minded clergymen. Decide not upon the 
Bible by their inconſiſtent conduct, but judge them 
according to its ſacred declarations, Mr. F. has con- 
feſſed to me, that thoſe clergymen (ſome of whom he 
named), who, after entering a pulpit, and coldly read- 
ing about ten or fifteen minutes a ſermon procured of 
ſome bookſeller, had no objection to join in the diſſipa- 
tions of the day, in drinking, in attending on plays, 
and juvenile ſports, he was ſure, could not believe their 
Bible; © and how then,” ſaid he, * can a man of re- 
flection hear them?” I aſked him his opinion of 
Mr. * the clergymen, who ſeemed moſt in his ele- 
ment when he was hunting, at the race-ground, or the 
card-table; and was ſometimes completely intoxicated ? 
He replied, “ I heard him once; but I'll not hear him 
again.” The conduct of ſuch wretches, has made 
hundreds of infidels. I told him I had my fears, that 
their behaviour had unhappily tended to ſtrengthen 
his prejudices againſt the Bible. He acknowledged it 
had; and added, that it was no more than might be 
reaſonably expected. What an inſult to reaſon, to 
common ſenſe, to decency, to every thing rational and 
facred, are ſuch characters! When we ſee an effemi- 
nate fop, at one time ſkipping about to every place of 
carnal amuſement; indulging his pride, his appetites, 
and paſſions; when we behold him at another time, 
with his ſurplice and band, with his gown and book, 
aſſuming an air of ſanctity and importance, in teaching 
others, and calling himſelf a miniſter of the pure and 
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ſelf-denying Jeſus ; who, that exerciſes his underſtanding, 


can help being ſhocked at ſuch a folemn farce ! 


Unthinking wretch ! how could'ſt thou hope to pleaſe 
A God, a Spirit, with ſuch toys as theſe ? 

Whilſt with his grace and ſtatutes on thy tongue, 
Thou loveſt fin, and doſt thy hearers wrong. 


« The fiery trial,” of ſickneſs and death, burned 


up the © wood, hay, and ſtubble,” of levity, error, 


falſe hope, and deluſive reafonings, in which Mr. F. 
had prided himſelf, What, zhen, did he think of the 
Bible, of Chriſt, and ſalvation ; of the people of God, 


and his own ſoul, the paſt neglect of which occaſioned 


him to ſay, © It had been better for him, if a mill- 
ſtone had been chained to his neck, and he thrown 
into the ſea,” than to be overtaken in his circumſtances 
by ſickneſs and death? 

Can thoſe who reject the Bible, as a divine revela- 
lation, produce any thing better, or equally calculated 
to afford relief to a guilty, ſelf-condemned finner ? 
See! in this dying gentleman, what all our boaſted 
reaſon, unaided by the ſacred oracles, is capable of 
doing, to eaſe a tormented conſcience, and diſperſe the 
gloom ariſing from the view of death and judgment! 
All, to him, was dark, doubtful, inſupportable ! The 
foundation upon which he had built his hope was un- 
able to ſuſtain the mighty ſuperſtructure, when death 
approached, Obſerve, Chriſtian Reader, thoſe who 
ſncer at your attachment to the book of God, at ſuch 


C 3 a criſis, 
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A criſis, will greatly need the conſolations it affords, 


and often ſink and deſpair for the want of them. O 
bleſſed revelation! that opens ſuch wonders ! O dread- 
ful revelation ! if it opens them in vain.” 

Endeavour, with great attention, to diſtinguiſh be- 


tween names and things, Under the diſtreſs experienced 


by Mr. F. he was told, that “he had been a good 
liver—that he had led a good life.” Theſe are com- 
mon expreſſions in the mouths of thoſe who are igno- 
rant of their own hearts, of the law of God, and the 
ſalvation of Chriſt, © A goed liver,” he was called, 
Was this aſſertion rue? Let us appeal to his /ife, to 
the Bible, and to his dying language. He lived in an 
habitual neglect of the worſhip of God—of the divine 
commands—of the Lord's-day, and of every 'thing 
that appertained to his ſoul's ſalvation : was this good 


living? Some thouſands of the hours of his ſhort 


life, did he devote to the unmanly, irrational, uſeleſs, 
and pernicious practice of card- playing. If more 
time was ſpent at the card-table than in his cloſet, or 
in the houſe of God; was his good living? Perhaps, 
Reader, you are a perſon of a ſimilar deſcription, “ de- 
ceiving and being deceived.” Pitiable infatuation ! 
What an affront to reaſon and common ſenſe ! to be a 
vaſſal to © divers luſts and pleaſures,” and yet dream 
that this is religion“ good living!“ 

Let us appeal to the Bible, Well-being is ante- 
cedent to well- doing. A man muſt be made a Chrif- 
tian, before he can a# the Chriſtian. He © muſt be 
born again'— become a new creature”—believe in 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt to the ſaving of his ſoul—acknowledge him as 
his Lord, depend on him for pardon, righteouſneſs, 
and ſtrength, and imitate his example. Theſe are 
eſſentially neceſſary to conſtitute him a man of God, 
and an heir of glory. But never did Mr. F. at- 
tempt no, not even attempt, to obey the Redeemer's 
will, or wiſh to be directed by his word and Spirit; 
and yet, ſome who profeſſed the Chriſtian name, de- 
nominated his conduct, “ good living.“ 

We appeal to his own bebavicur; not in the bloom 
of health, with a circle of companions around him, as 
ignorant as himſelf; but on the bed of death. In 
thoſe awful hours he felt no temptation to deceive. 
He was going to appear before the Searcher of hearts. 
Did he then acknowledge tllat he had lived well? No, 
no! he felt the criminality of having been ſo long 
deaf to the voice of conſcience - of living to himſelf, 
and not to God. A good liver!” No, he then felt 
himſelf 2 mot flagrant finner—a ſinner for ever un- 
done, if deſtitute of his ſalvation, © who came to ſeek 
and to fave them that are loſt.” He was a man of a 
pleaſing deportment, but politeneſs is not godlineſs. 

A Deiſt, yea, an Atheiſt, may have an amiable natu- 
ral temper, refined and poliſhed manners, be obliging 
to his relations, and wich great punctuality diſcharge 
his debts. He may be a moral man, but he cannot be 
a godly man. If a man poſſeſſes a ſmall ſhare, of 
what is called morality, or regards a few duties, which 
particularly reſpect his neighbour, though: habitually 
forgetful of God, and regardleſs of his glory; he is 
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conſidered by the multitude as © a good liver :” but 
Mr. F's life had been of ſuch a nature, that under the 
influence of an awakened conſcience he was driven to 
deſpair. © Wo unto them who call evil good, and 
good evil;” who repreſent the formal profeſſor, or 
the varniſhed hypocrite, as a good man; and one 
who really fears God, and is conſecrated to his honour, 
as a knave or a fool. Wo unto them who wiſh to 
conſider ſin as a pardonable weakneſs, which a merci- 
ful God pities, rather than a crime, which his juſtice 
will revenge, notwithſtanding he has aſſured them, by 
the threatenings of his word, the ſufferings of the 
damned, and the agonies of his Sox, that © the wages 
of ſin is GCeath”—everlaſting death. To ſooth the 
fears of a dying man with the vain conceit that he has 
« lived well,” and is in a ſafe condition, though he has 
been uniformly an enemy to God, and to all righteouſ- 
nels, is cruel, beyond the power of language to expreſs, 
as it tends to flatter him with a falſe opinion of his cha- 
racter, and to throw a bar in the way of his repentance. 
Is it probable, that telling any one he has little to re- 
pent of, will produce repentance ? 

Such is the deep-rooted averſion of every unrenewed 
heart to ſacred things, that if a man in health converſes 
ſeriouſly about the concerns of his ſoul, he is imme- 
diately denominated an enthy/ia/t; and if in the ſeaſon 
of ſickneſs he reproaches himſelf for preferring earth to 
heaven, or feels anxious to enjoy the forgiveneſs vf his 
ſins, and an experimental evidence that © God is the 
ſtrength of his heart,” and will be © his portion for 

ever; 
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ever,” in the opinion of the generality he is certainly 
deranged! This is eaſily accounted for, The man 
who is not a friend to real godlineſs, will always miſre- 
preſent, and then oppoſe it. He may be aſhamed to 
profeſs himſelf an enemy to Religion, and therefore 
brands it with a name of reproach; and to juſtify his 
oppoſition to it, calls it canting, hypocriſy, weakneſs, 
enthuſiaſm, methodiſm, or madneſs. Many in this 
manner palliate their neglect of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
and the contempt they caſt upon its advocates ; and 
treat the diſciples of Jefus as the greateſt enemies to 
God in the world, Perſons of this deſcription vill not 
diſlike you for being unchaſte, intemperate, or pro- 
fane, They can readily pardon your adultery and for- 
nication ; they can forgive your drunkenneſs and ſwear- 
ing; your ſabbath-breaking, and impure converſation ; 
but if you profeſs to believe in Chriſt, as your only 
SAVIOUR ; to obey him, as your Almighty Sovereign ; 
and to imitate him, as your illuſtrious ParrERN, in 
his ſpirit, converſation, and actions, they cannot for- 
give you. If you can, under the name of a Chriſtian, 
go to church or meeting on a Sunday, and live through 
the reſt of the week in the faſhionable follies of the 
day, if you can attend their feaſts, and join in their 
unmeaning or wanton ſongs, if you can get drunk, 
talk nonſenſe, and ſwear, then—then they may call you 
« a good man! a worthy man] a good ſort of a man! 
yea, a good ſort of a kind of a man,” as ſome have 
expreſſed it, Nay, they will obliterate all the above 
fins, even in a pariſh prieſt, who, preaches to them 
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&* ſmooth things,” becauſe ſuch a preacher, to extenu- 
ate his own fins, muſt extenuate the ſins of his hearers. 
The reaſon why thoſe who are Chriſtians in name and 
form only, attend the inſtructions of ſuch a deſpicable 
being, is this, he is very kind and tender to their ſins. 
He fays nothing in the pulpit to diſturb the con/crence, 
affront the pride, or interrupt the falſe peace, of any in 
his congregation. He obliges them with a ſcrap of 
morality in lieu of © the goſpel of Chriſt ;” unites with 


them in praiſing morality, as the beſt apology for not 
 pratiifing it; pretends to recommend good works, but 


ſays little or nothing againſt Sad ones; never burdens 
their memory with warnings againſt the moſt danger- 
ous ſins, or exhortations to important duties ; but lulls 
himſelf and his hearers into a ſound ſleep, with the ſoft 
and ſmoothly - ſounding terms of vice and virtue. In- 
ſtead of unfolding the nature and deſign of the pivine 
Law, inſtead of ſhewing to ſinners their guilt and 
wretchedneſs, their helpleſs and hopeleſs condition, in- 
ſtead of recommending the great ReDEsMER, in his 
perſon and righteouſneſs, grace and ſalvation, the dull 
repetition of vice and virtue, virtue and vice, is all they 
hear, one ſabbath after another; and with the ſame ef- 
fect, as if it was the ſound of the church-bell. Let 
reaſon decide, therefore, if h are not the fools and 
madmen, who, while they call themſelves Chriſtians, 
indulge their ſinful appetites, and applaud the preacher ; 
who, inſtead of being faithful to their conſciences, foſ- 
ters their pride, confirms them in their ſinful propen- 
ſities, and cries, © Peace, peace,” until © ſudden de- 


ſtruction 
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ſtruction comes upon them]! On the contrary, if you 
love your Bibles, fear an oath, ſpend the Lord's-day in 
public, domeſtic, and private devotion, and if your 
ſocial religious intercourſes are ſweetened by a © con- 
verſation becoming the goſpel,” prepare to meet the 
enmity of the men of the world, whatever pretences 
they make to religion; for theſe things are e with them 
unpardonable fins ! 

If a worldly-minded clergyman hear his pariſhioners 
ſwearing, or taking the Lord's name in vain, eſpe- 
cially if they mingle with it a little yulgar wit, he 
ſwears with them, or ſanctions their profanity by a 
hearty laugh. Were he to rebuke them, though ever 
ſo meekly, he would inſtantly be liable to the charge of 
methodiſm, preciſeneſs, and ſingularity ; charges which, 
it is probable, would more diſturb him, than the accu- 

ſation of being unchaſte, or unfaithful, proud, or 
overbearing. Such a man may cry out againſt Mr, F. 
in the language of one, very recently, to me, © To 
be ſure, it was very bad of him not to believe the 
Bible.” „ True, fir,” ſaid I, “it was bad indeed; but 

you and your companions are fifty degrees more cri 
minal than he, in profeſſing to believe the Bible to be 
true, and living as though you were ſure it is falſe.” 
Such perſons may proudly ſay to themſelves, «© We 
thank God we are not Deiſts; we believe our Bible, 
and attend our church or meeting.” But alas! they 
only read, or ſay their prayers, or hear another diſcharge 
the duty. There are no prayers, either in the eſta- 
pliſned church, or in any diſſenting place of worſhip, 
which 
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which are ſuitable to their defires. A ſenſible writer has 
well expreſſed their wiſhes in the following words ; 
« Give me, O God! my heaven on earth. Let my 
luſts have a long and proſperous reign over me; and 
Jet not religion approach to hurt me. Lead me into 
temptation, and give me ſtrength to comply with it.” 
The perſon whoſe heart 1s pregnant with ſuch deſires, 
may appear ſhocked at this repreſentation, and ex- 
claim, Horrid wretch !” while conſcience whiſpers, 
* Thou art the man !” | 
Reader, if your heart be under the power of carnal 
gratifications, if your worldly buſineſs occupy the 
whole of your time, and draw your heart from God, 
or if ſome faſhionable opinions, like an opiate, ſtupify 
your conſcience, I would beg leave to ſuggeſt, that be- 
fore many days are elapſed, for ought you know to the 
contrary, while paying a viſit, taking a pleaſant walk 
or ride, or engaged like Mr. F. in your ſecular calling, 
a mortal diſcaſe may as unerpectedly ſeize your body, 
ſend you home to your bed, never more to be removed, 
but to your“ long home.” Then, ſtarting from the 
dreams of thoſe pleaſurable hours, in which you wiſhed 
to diſbelieve a future ſtate of miſery, you may be ſur- 
priſed to find your faith in its exiſtence ſtrengthened, 
by a preſent hell of felf-reproach, deſpair, and dread 
within you! A man of the world, and a Chriſtian, 
are characters eſſentially different from each other. 
Let Chriſt's words to his diſciples determine this point. 
ef ye were of the world, the world would love its 
own; but becauſe ye are not of the world, but I have 
choſen 
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choſen you out of the world, THrREFoRt the world 
hateth you.” Here, Reader, take your choice; you 
muſt follow the world, or Chriſt : if you follow Chriſt, 
the world will hate' you; if you follow the world, 
Chriſt will diſown you. I am not inſenſible of the faſ- 
cinating power of © the pleaſures of fin,” and I know 
that nothing can ſubdue it But the grace of the goſpel. 
Thoſe who ridicule the doctrine of divine influences, 
prove in the ſame moment the neceſ/ity of them. The 
indiſpenſable neceſſity of the © Spirit of grace,” to re- 
new, purify, and ſtrengthen the mind againſt the preva- 
lence of temptation, may receive ſome ſmall illuſtra- 
tion from the following anecdote, EV -TY 

In the town of ————- there lived two young 
gentlemen, Jnfidelis and Impiatus. They frequently 
enjoyed each others company, and ſpent a large por- 
tion of that time in carnal amuſements, which ſhould 
have been divided between the ſtudies of their pro- 
feſſion, and the concerns of their ſouls. As they were 
both © men of the world, and ſought their portion 
in this life,” they promiſed themſelves many future 
opportunities of © ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures,” 
They had made an appointment to enjoy the approach- 
ing races; but, as the apoſtle James ſpeaks, * we 
know not what ſhall be on the morrow.” Hrfidelis was 
unexpectedly taken ill, and ſuch were his convictions, 
his fears, and his ignorance of the grace and falvation 
of Chriſt, that he deſpaired of mercy, and loſt the uſe 
of his reaſon ; but before hè was deprived of his ſenſes, 
he talked very ſeriouſly about his , his ins, and 


of 
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of what was likely to be his future condition. This 
was propagated to a conſiderable diſtance. 

Impiatus, who viſited him during his indiſpoſition, 
was extremely agitated, to witneſs in his favourite com- 
panion diſtreſs and conſternation at the approach of 
death, efpecially as it forced him to reflect on his own 
ſituation. Accuſtomed to diſregard the remonſtrances 
of conſcience, and wiſhing to drown his preſent fears, 
he uſed conſiderable diligence to perſuade his friends, 
that all Hſidelis uttered, in this ſeaſon of his affliction, 
was the effuſion of madneſs. It was the practice of 
Inpiatus in his common converſation, to take the Lord's 
name in vain, although that Bible, which he profeſſed 
to believe, moſt ſolemnly declares, “the Lord will not 
hold him guiltleſs that taketh his name in vain.” * For 
God's ſake !“ he exclaimed, © do not ſuffer a report to 
go abroad that Irfidelis talked ſo in his ſickneſs, for if 
you do, he will never more be able to hold up his 
head, ſhould he recover.” A ſentiment this, which 
ſuppoſes religion to be unworthy of the notice of a 
ſenſible man. 

Infidelis, however, ſoon died, after ſuffering great 
anguiſh of mind, on account of his having lived 
te without God in the world;” and it was obſerved, 
both by ſerious and profane perſons, that Impiatus, 
after all his attempts to conceal the terrifying appre- 
henſions of his departed friend, and the forebodings 
of his own mind, was ſcarcely himſelf for ſome days 
afterwards; and if he felt a kind of chill, was ready to 


turn pale with the dread of a fever, and its poſſible 
conſequences; 
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conſequences z- nor ſhould I wonder to, hear, that he 
has been actually overtaken by the diſeaſe he feared; 
for in more ſenſes than one, the following words will 
be found true, © The fear of the wicked, it ſhall come 
upon him.” Vnpiatus, by the influence of worldly 
company, by ſelf-deluſion, and a bold oppoſition to 
truth, to providence, and to conſcience, ſoon ſmo- 
thered his convictions, and aſſumed an air of unuſual 
gaiety in his countenance and behaviour, = 

Thus, Reader, you may obſerve, that no warnings, 
however faithful; no convictions, however pungent ; 
no power ſhort of the energy of almighty grace, can 
ſeparate the heart from the love of its darling ſins, 
ce If any man have not THE SPIRIT or CHRIST, he is 
none of his.” 

Query. —!s it probable that Impiatus will be able to 
hold up his head at the judgment-ſeat, if penitent In- 
fidelis ſhould there meet him, and produce a ſtifled 
conſcience, and truth obſtinately oppoſed, as witneſſes 
againſt him? Beware, then, Reader, of confounding 
names with things. Faith in the atonement and grace 
of the Redeemer will produce © good living;” that is, 
a life of communion with God, and devotedneſs to 
him. Without this faich, there can be no good living 

in the preſent world, nor any good hop? of happineſs in 
a future world. © Be not deceived” reading the 
creed of the eſtabliſhed church is not the faith of the 
goſpel; nor is that profe//icn of faith which many make, 
who call themſelves diſſenters, inſeparably connected 
with the ſalvation of the ſoul, Think not that morality 

is godlineſs ; for a man may be decent in his conduct, 

| who 
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who neither loves God, believes in Chriſt; nor repents 

of his ſins. | | | 
Do not imagine that any perſon can be a rea! Chri/- 
tian, unleſs he believes in Jeſus, delights in him, expects 
his happineſs from him, and yields a cheerful obedience 
to his will. Depend not on the efficacy of any par- 
ticular diſpenſation, to bring your ſoul to God. Re- 
member that Impiatus was hardened in his infidelity by 
the ſufferings and death of poor Infidelis; and that 
many rife from © the bed of languiſhing,” to break 
their vows, and perſevere in their iniquities. Confide 
not in your 7e/olutions, how ſolemn ſoever they may 
have been. They have deceived you in time paſt, and 
may deceive you again. Reſolutions made in your 
own ſtrength, only prove the pride and ignorance of your 
heart; and God may juſtly leave you, after all, to 
convince you of your weakneſs, and your need of that 
grace, which, perhaps, you have too frequently under- 
valued, | 

Do you reſolve to repent at ſome future ſeaſon ? You 

are indiſpoſed then to repent at preſent ; and what better 
is that conduct than acknowledging your hypocriſy and 
love of ſin? It is ſaying, © My fins are too dear to me 
to be at preſent forſaken; I greatly prefer the gratifica- 
tion of my inclinations, to what 1s called communion 
with God, and obedience to him!” A man who pro- 
feſſes to believe the Bible, but lives in the habitual 
neglect of it, and in direct oppoſition to its dictates, 
practically declares, however ſtrange the charge, that 
the pains of hell are more to be coveted than the 
pleaſures of godlineſs ! 
| The 
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The vanity of every expedient ſhort of Chriſt and his 
fatvation, to relieve a guilty and miſerable mind, is a 
truth that riſes with irreſiſtible evidence from the pre- 
ceding narrative. God made our firſt parents up- 
right. By diſobcying his command, they loft at once 
their purity of character, and peace of mind; the en- 
joyment of his moral image, and a ſenſe of his fa- 
vourable preſence. As guilty, they were baniſhed 
from the enjoyment of his favour, as depraved they 
were averſe to communion with God, and incapable 
of it. From Adam, our apaſtate head, guilt, con- 
demnation, and miſery, are entailed upon us. From 
Adam, as our corrupt root, we derive depravity of 
heart. Of this depraved, guilty, and miſerable con- 
dition, nothing can effectually convince us, but © the 
Spirit of truth,” When a man is made ſenſible of his 
real character, and moſt deplorable condition, then he 
beholds his danger, he feels his weakneſs; he is 70 
vile, in his own apprehenſions, to be capable of aton- 
ing for the leaſt ſin—he is too weak, to repent of 
paſt tranſgreſſions, and to conquer preſent tempta- 
tions; and, inſtead of being relieved, his circum- 
ſtances would become worſe, if the ſame Spirit did not 
direct him, as a ſelf- condemned ſinner, to make 
application to an ALL-SUFFICIENT SAVIOUR, Through 
the inſtrumentality of © the truth,” the diſtreſſed mind 
is led by this ſacred agent, from all dependence on its 
own wiſdom, or worth—from all confidence in its own ' 
firength or works, to a ſimple and entire confidence 
in Chriſt. This is gradual work, Many are the 
D | ſtruggles, 
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ſtruggles, the hopes, and fears, the temptations and 
conflicts, the ſinner experiences, before he ſubmits 
to be ſaved, as helpleſs and miferable : but being 
ſavingly conducted to Chriſt, he receives the for- 
giveneſs of all his fins, through the redemption that is 
in him. He is now conſtituted completely righteous, 
through his perfect obedience, which he pleads as the 
ground of his juſtification, and he is enabled to re- 
ly on his mighty grace, in diſcharging his duty, in 
conquering his adverſaries, ſubduing temptations, en- 
Joying the promiſes, and in perſevering to the end, in 
expectation of life eternal. 

Such communications from Chriſt and his Spirit 
Mr. F. greatly needed. But, inſtead of theſe, in what 
manner did thoſe around him attempt to relieve his 
diſtreſſed mind? One told him, © he was prepared 
to die.” A ſecond faid, © You need not diſtreſs 
yourſelf, you have been a good liver.“ It was added, 
by a third, «© You have led a good life.” The cler- 
gyman likewiſe aſſured him he © had nothing to fear ;” 
but what was all this better than telling a ſick man 
he was well, or a dying man, that he was out of 
danger. Let us attend for a moment to the deſcrip- 
tion given us in the ſacred writings, of a man under 
ſanctified ſufferings. © His life draws near to the 
grave, and his ſoul to the deſtroyers. If there be a 
meſſenger (of God) with him; an interpreter (of 
God's word and Providence), one of a thouſand, to 
ſhew unto man his (Jehovah's) uprightneſs, or righ- 
teouſneſs (the righteouſneſs of Chrilt imputed to be- 

8 lieving 
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lieving ſinners, and the righteouſneſs of his diſpenſa- 
tions towards them), then he is gracious to him; and 
faith, © Deliver him from going down into the pit, 
for I have found a ranſom.” This= this is what is 
above every thing needed, by a man under pungent 
afflictions, and eſpecially in Mr. F.'s ſituation. A 
meſſenger of God—an interpreter of his word of grace 
to ſinners—one who can point him, ſinking in de- 
ſpondency, to a, glorious rarſom—to Jeſus, who 
ce gave his life a ranſom for many.” To IxEsus! 
who © delivereth from the wrath to  come*''—who 
e died for our fins, and roſe again for our juſtifica- 
tion,” and who © is able to ſave, even to the uttermoſt, 
all who come unto God by him.” Had the friends of 
the deceaſed directed him to rely, in all the confidence 
of faith, on ſuch a ſuitable and all-fufficient Saviour, 
who can tell bur, receiving a ſenſe of the remiſſion 
of his ſins, from the mercy of God, through the Re- 
deemer's ſacrifice, the diſtraction of his mind might 
have been prevented? I do not lay any ſtreſs on the 
following remark, but it is the opinion of one, who 
was a witneſs to the melancholy ſtate of his mind, that 
ce had it not been for his fears reſpecting futurity, he 
had been alive at this day.” So far from having any 
to direct him to one who was © mighty to ſave,” 
great pains were taken to perſuade him that he was 
in no ſort of danger. You have led a good life— 
you need not fear ;” and what was the conſequence ? 


He deſpaired. Had not, 1 would aſk, ſuch remarks 
a dire& tendency to produce deſperation? They cer- 
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tainly had; for he would naturally think that his 
friends would tell him nothing but truth, and endea- 
vour to adminiſter to him the ſtrongeſt conſolation in 
their power; and, of conſequence, to let him know 
that © he had led a good life,” was declaring, in other 
words, that to be the alone ſource of conſolation, to 
which they had power or inclination to direct him. 

But the poor, diſtreſſed anxious creature, being 
conſcious that he had not led this gehd life they talked 
of, far, very far from it; the expedient they uſed, as 
might reaſonably be ſuppoſed, utterly failed, and his 
wounded ſpirit funk within him! Reader, if you 
ſhould have a relative or friend, in ſick and dying cir- 
cumſtances, beware of adviſing him to take ſhelter in 
ſuch a © refuge of lies.” - Do not ſend for any one to 
pray with and comfort him, merely becauſe he has been 


to an univerſity, and has acquired a ſmall portion of 


claſſical knowledge ; but ſend for one who 1s experi- 
mentally acquainted with the © word of life''—who 
« knows how to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to him that is 
weary,” even though the world ſhould brand him with 
the name of a methediſt ; for know, Reader, that a mi- 
niſter who is ignorant of ſpiritual things, and wholly 
abſorbed in the love of the world, can ſay nothing but 
what will be productive of a falſe peace, or of black 
deſpair, each of which tends alike to prevent that re- 
pentance which is unto life. But is this the way to be 
inſtrumental in ſaving precious and immortal fouls ? 
No, it is murdering them, by keeping them ignorant 
of their imminent danger, and of their only remedy. 

| | Friends, 
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Friends, and acquaintance, and medical gentlemen, 
who are ſtrangers to experimental religion, may at- 
tempt to conſole their patients by flattering their 
characters, —by inſpiring them with falſe hopes of re- 
covery, —and by keeping from them the moſt diſtant 
hint about religion ; but be it known to them, they 
are depriving ſuch of the only infallible remedy, 
which the infinite wiſdom and love of God have pro- 
vided, and leaving them a prey to ſelf-deception, 
and an impenitent heart. David, who was the ſub- 
Jet of great afflictions, and, at times, of very ſtrong 
convictions of fin, had his mind frequently calmed by 
the word of God. © Unleſs thy law had been my de- 


light,” ſo he expreſſes himſelf, © I ſhould have vz- 


RISHED in my affliction.” 


1n vain the trembling conſtience ſeeks 
Some ſolid ground to reft upon, 

IWith long deſpair the ſpirit breaks 
Till we apply to Chriſt alone, © 


Our next reflection may very properly be made 


upon the fin and folly of charging derangement upon re- 


ligion. The abſurdity of it is too glaring to be de- 
nied. For what is religion? Not a mere attachment 
to a party—the appearing at church or meeting in 
our beſt clothes on a ſabbath-day—the being bap- 
tized, confirmed, and receiving the ſacrament; 
not merely the hearing ſermons, and ſaying forms of 
prayer, or hearing others pray without a form. Many 
pay an outward attention to theſe matters, whoſe cha- 

D 3 racters 


(+38: } 
rafters are truly deſpicable. One has been baptized 
and goes to church, but he is a glutton, and a drunkard, 
and ſeems to live merely to gratify his appetite. A 
ſecond has been confirmed by the hand of a biſhop, 
but in what? in his ignorance of God and himſelf— 
in his pride and felf-conceit. He has been confirmed 
in a falſe opinion of his character, in his falſe hopes 


and falſe peace! Another boaſts that he is a pro- 
teſtant, rather than a papiſt; he attends his church, 
but he is unfaithful to the marriage-bed—he is an 
adulterer or fornicator! *© was brought up to my 
church,” cries one, “ I will never leave my church J 
No, nor will he relinquiſh his /zs. He is a cheat in 
his ſhop, a tyrant in his family, and loves any one 
better than a devout and ſerious Chriſtian, In the 
church, you ſee the whole of his religion, for he has 
none in his family. It is all in public, and all in ap- 
pearance; yet this paſſes, agreeably to the general 
idea, for religion, It 1s not uncommon to ſee ſome 
of theſe devout beings attending their ſhops on the 
Lord's-day in the forenoon, then hurrying to church, 
and after dinner ſauntering about the town or fields, 
forming parties of pleaſure, very happy in frivolous chit- 
chat ar their neighbour's tea-table, and ſettling their 
accounts in the evening; theſe are, forſooth, re- 
ligious people; and theſe very perſons are offended 
with you, if you will not believe they are wonderfully 
pious, though againſt all the evidence you are able to 
collect. Such religion as this may, indeed, drive a 
man diſtracted in a dying hour, (ſuch an hour, Reader, 

may 
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may be near to you), but this is not the religion of 
' the Bible. A man may loſe his ſenſes for want of re- 
ligion, but never through the rational and ſpiritual 
influence of it. God ſo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhould never p-riih, but have everlaſting life.” When 
a ſinner is convinced of his periſhing condition—re- 
pents of his crimes confides in the atonement and 
grace of a Redeemer—enjoys a ſenſe of fin forgiven, 
the hope of eternal life—and walks with God, adjuſt- 
ing his temper and conduct by his word; ill this, can 
this, do you imagine, diveſt a man of his reaſoning 


powers? Yet this is religion, the religion of the Bi- 


ble. Was it ſuch a ſpecies of religion which reduced 
Mr. F. to the ſad condition in which he was beheld ? 
How, in the nature of the thing, could this be ? 


for ſuch a religion he never poſſeſſed. His profeſſed + 


ſentiments, his purſuits, company, and pleaſures, were 
all of a worldly, not of a religious nature. How ab- 
ſurd then is it for any of his friends to ſay, *« religion 
drove him mad,” when it was the object of his leaſt 
concern, a ſubject of which he had leſs knowledge 
than of moſt things beſides. To call his derangement 
a © religious phrenzy,“ is as criminal as abſurd, Is 
it not an ungrateful reflection on the wiſdom, the 
mercy, and the grace of God, from which the goſpel 
originated? Is it not a vile ſlur on the redemption 
of Chriſt, the promiſes of God, and the operations of 
his Spirit? Who are they that attribute derange- 
ment to religion? Thoſe men, molt aſſuredly, who 
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do not underſtand its nature, who neglect the Bible, 
not for want of evidence of its authenticity, but be- 
cauſe it is too pure in 1ts precepts for their corrupt in- 
clinations, and too Hhuribling in its doctrines for their 
moſt abominable pride. A religious phrenzy! Re- 
ligion drove Mr. F. mad! What! does the only wiſe 
and compaſſionate God, reveal a ſyſtem of truths, 
with a vicw to deprive his intelligent creatures of 
their ſenſes; ſome of whom are nearly diſtracted al- 
ready, with a ſenſe of their guilt, and the condem- 
nation they have demerited? Does he mean to bur- 
leſque their miſery, by calling this “ the goſpel,” that 
is, © glad tidings!” Did the all-merciful Saviour 
bleed and die, to deprive ſinners of their underſtand- 
ing? Do the promiſes of pardon, to a broken- 
| hearted tranſgreſſor, through the ſacrifice of Chriſt, 

i promote diſtraction Hear what were thoſe reflec- 
1 tions which proved fo diſtreſſing to the mind of poor 
Mr. F. „ have lived without attending to my ſoul, 
the Bible, or my Maker ; I am now dying, and going 
to receive the reward of my awful neglect of God, and 
love of the world I am loſt for ever!” Yes, Reader, 
it was the fear of damna ation; it was deſpair of mercy, 
which dethroned his reaſon ; but deſpair is not reli- 
gion; if it be, there is more religion in hell than on 
earth ; for 


Darkneſs, death, and long deſpair, 
Reign in eternal ſilence there, 


Religion 
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Religion the cauſe of madneſs! None ſurely will 
_ affirm this, but thoſe whoſe own heads are turned; 
whoſe hearts and conduct are moſt inimical to every 
thing ſerious. Go to yonder poor and half-ſtarved man, 
and give him bread to ſatisfy his hunger; ſet the 
miſerable captive at liberty ; and put the king's par- 
don into the hands of a criminal under ſentence of 
death; will theſe things drive either of them mad? 
What does © the glorious goſpel of the bleſſed God 
proclaim ?—What, but a feaſt for the hungry mind, 
liberty to the captive, and pardon to the condemned, 
who ſavingly believe on the Son of God.” 


What if we trace the globe around, 
And ſearch from Britain to Japan; 
There ſhall be no religion found 

So juſt to God, ſo SAFK. to man. 


The goſpel meets a ſinner on he brink of hell, and 
encourages him to caſt the anchor of hope upon a 
crucified and exalted SAviouR. 

What madneſs 1s to be compared with that, of pre- 
ſuming on a death-bed repentance ! It is eaſy to cry out 
in a ſeaſon of health, God is merciſul: but when con- 
ſcience is rouſed by approaching diffolution—when 
ſome painful diſeaſe faſtens upon the vitals of a 
thoughtleſs finner, he may find it much eaſier to be- 
lieve that God is juf, and diſpoſed to bring him to 
account for his ſins, than mercifully inclined to par- 


don them. Are you ſure that your circumſtances, 
when 
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when you come to die, will prove favourable to re- 


pentance? Think of Mr. F.'s caſe. See an attor- 
ney drawing vp his laſt will, and conveying his pro- 
perty to others; ſee a phyſician turning pale by his 


| bed-ſide; ſee relatives expreſſing by their countenances 


and tears, their hopeleſs apprehenſions ; ſee a body 
yielding to the pale conqueror; ſee Satan tempting 
him to deſpair of mercy ; and ſee his ſoul going into 
the immediate preſence of the Judge of quick and 
dead !—Were theſe things, ſo confounding to frail 
mortality, favourable to the exerciſe of unfeigned re- 
pentance? Remember, perhaps like you, Reader, 
he did not apprehend that death was ſo near! 

Let it not be, on any account, forgotten, that re- 
pentance is the gift of Chriſt, and the effect of his 
grace; and is that grace at your command? If you 
ſlight the Saviour now, may he not jultly retaliate, 
and deſpiſe your laſt fears and groans, cries and tears? 
May he not fulfil this threatening, “ Becauſe I called, 
and ye refuſed —I alſo will laugh at your calamity 
and mock when your FAR cometh ;—then ſhall ye 
call upon me,—but I will vor answerR! Ye ſhall 
ſeck me early; but—ſhall xor rind me.” You may 
then be ſorry for the con/equences of the fins you love 
ſorry, that you are going to leave your property, 
your pleaſures, your companions, and your follies ; 
but you cannot ſincerely repent of fin, by any natural 
power of your own. Little as you now ſuſpect it, 
your greateſt diſcouragement may ariſe from the mercy 
of God. That mercy, which you have /iizhted and 

| a buſed; 
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abuſed ; that mercy, of which you have availed your- 
ſelf, to live in the habits of ſin, may then withdraw 
to an inacceſſible diſtance; and whatever degrees of 
fortitude you may now poſſeſs, an apprehenſion of 
the awful approach of the Gd of juſtice, will cauſe you 
to tremble in every nerve. While © thy heart me- 
ditates terror, the fever may reach thy brain;“ and 
can a madman repent, belieye, or pray? Death- 
bed repentance | a ſick bed repentance! Are you 
ſure then, that death will arreſt you through the me- 
dium of ſickneſs? May not God © cut you off with 
a froke?? And ſhould your breath leave your body, 
before you are united to Chriſt, and reconciled to God, 
(how ſhall I write it?)—before your body is cold, 
your ſoul may be in HELL ! 
Learn properly to eftimate this world and its OY 
c Set not your affections,” inordinately, “ on any thing 
under the ſun.” Think of Mr. F. Are you young 
and healthy? So was he. Have you an advanta- 
geous buſineſs? So had he. Have you property to 
render your temporal circumſtances eaſy? So had he. 
Do you enjoy the pleaſures of the world, with com- 
panions of yout own taſte? So did he. But, I muſt 
remind you, Reader, that all his earthly enjoyments 
lay at the mercy of a cold ! or rather, were all at the 
diſpoſal of the great Sovereign of nature, This young 
man was ſeized with a cold and fever—death, at 
length, ſucceeded—tore him from the world, and 
te the place which once knew him, ſhall know him no 
more!“ 
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more !” Uncertain life ! . May my hopes and affections 
ſtretch far beyond thee; and reſt only in an un- 
changeable and everlaſting good! The Chriſtian is 
the only happy man; for his felicity is not derived 
from any thing he can be deprived of, nor is it ſubject 
to viciſſitude—he is ſafe—ſafe for an ETERNITY. The 
man of the world may dream of a long and undiſ- 
turbed continuance here; and ſuppoſing that he has 
here a © continuing city,” he ſeeks not one to come. 
He flatters himſelf, that to-morrow will be as to-day, 
Whilſt he views his earthly accommodations, and 
fays “ Soul, take thine eaſe; eat, drink, and be merry; 
thou haſt goods laid up for many years:” that mot 
terrible ſound may alarm him, „ Thou fool! this 
night ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee !” 

Behold the tremendous conſequences of flifling convic- 
tions, and of being aſhamed to acknowledge the truth. 
Mr. F. had frequently converſed with me on various 
important ſacred truths. But whatever conviction 
he received, to me he never acknowledged it. In his 
late illneſs it appeared that his mind had been deeply 
impreſſed, at different times, by my converſation. He 
declared that, © if he recovered, he would confeſs it 
to me.” Why did he conceal, and live contrary to 
his convictions ? His pride, which occaſioned him 
to be afraid and aſhamed of Methodift, concealed the 
truth. At length the day of trial came; and conſcience, 
rouſed from its ſtupor, demanded a hearing, it re- 
peated its heavy charges; and behold ! zruth at once 

triumphed 
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triumphed over fear and pride and ſhame! The 
truth was diſcovered, and proved, to demonſtration, 
what countericit bleſſedneſs the worldling is in poſſeſ- 
ſion of, 


Thus aching boſoms wear a. viſage gay, 
And. ſtifled groans, frequent the ball and play. 


Reader, are you aſhamed of Chriſt? aſhamed of 
reading your Bible; of praying in your family ; aſlo- 
ciating with good men, as your favourite companions ? 
aſhamed to ſpend the Lord's-day in the noble exer- 
ciſes of devotion, leſt you ſhould be called a faint, 
a preciſe and formal creature, or a Methodiſt? Is 
a laugh an argument which you cannot anſwer? 
Will you neglect your Bible, your Maker, your foul 
and its ſalvation, to pleaſe a creature? a creature, 
too, Who is as unwiſe, and unhappy as yourſelf, and 
whole breath is in his noſtrils? What! do you pre- 
fer the favour of man, to the approbation of your 
conſcience and of your Judge ? — Do you fear the 
frown of a periſhing creature, more than the frown 
of an infinite God? Talk no more, I beleech you, 


of your good ſenſe, your reaſon, and your wiſdom ; 


for, however wiſe you may be thought by thoſe who 
applaud your conduct becauſe it countenances their 
own criminal actions, know aſſuredly, that your folly 
will, ere long, be expoſed before men and angels! 


Where is the Rea/on you ſo much boaſt of, if you are 
more 


& 

more afraid of the word Methodiſt, than of loſing your 
foul? Will the name of Churchman, of Diſſenter, 
of Methodiſt, or even of CHriſtian, alter your character, 
or affect your eternal condition? Are you more afraid 
of being laughed at for following Chriſt, than of being 
damned for neglecting him? Are you aſhamed of 
converſing about God, the ſalvation of Chriſt, and 
the Bible, in the preſence of your companions? Re- 
member that weighty ſentence, He who is aſhamed 
of M and of My worbs, before men,” mark this, 
Reader; aſhamed of Chriſt and his words, BEFORE 
MEN ; © of him will I alſo be aſhamed, before my Fa- 
ther and his holy angels?” Are you afraid of the diſ- 
pleaſure or ſcorn of an ungodly father or mother, bro- 
ther or ſiſter, huſband or friend? He that loveth fa- 
ther or mother, brother or ſiſter, huſband or wife, 
houſes'or lands, more than me,” ſays the ſame divine 
ſpeaker, © cannot be my my diſciple.” In vain do 
you pretend to conceal your heart from him who will 
be your judge, who will judge * the ſecrets of men.” 
If you ſhould be wrong at laſt, can your father or mo- 
ther, or any relation or friend, be condemned for you ? 
Reader, hear, and judge then for yourſelf. Hearken 
to your Bible, and to your conſcience; earneſtly im- 
plore the Saviour of ſinners, to manifeſt to your heart 
the knowledge of himſelf, and the things which belong 
to your everlaſting peace. 

Chriſtian— Here is à loud call to faithfulneſs to your 
God and Redeemer, and to the ſouls of your fellow- 
creatures, Little did I think of the good effect which 


my 


„ 


my converſation had produced on the mind of Mr. F 
I have ſeen him frequently, it is true, make a long 
and anxious paule, change his countenance, and heave 
a ſigh; I feared the impreſſions were entirely effaced 
by the influence of worldly connections; but truth— 
revealed, divine, irreſiſtible truth, had taken poſſeſſion 
of his mind; and, whatever appearance he might aſ- 
ſume, he felt, I queſtion not, what to me he never 
acknowledged. Be faithful, my dear Reader, to God, | 
and to your own conſcience, Expoſe error, and vin- | 
dicate truth, by your words and by your actions. Ex- 

ert all your influence to bring ſinners under the ſound 

of the goſpel, and to peruſe their Bible. Lend, or 

give them Bibles, or any other profitable books, if 

they need them. Guard againſt the guilt of hindering 

any one from attending the means of ſalvation. Who 

can ſay what bleſſings may accompany your converſa- 
tion, to prevent the progreſs of ſin and error, and to 

bring ſinners to Chriſt! Be not afhamed of your 

Maſter, nor a ſhame to him, by a cold indifference to 

his word, and to his honour. Speak and work for 

God, while you enjoy the light of ſcripture, the day 

of health. and life. The night of diſeaſe, perhaps of 

mental derangement, and certainly the night of death, 

will quickly come, when no man can work. Life, and 

its golden opportunities, are paſling rapidly away, and 

ſoon, very ſoon, your fellow-creatures will be for ever 

beyond the influence of your tongue, and of your ex- 

ample. Be firm and faithful, cool and prudent; and 

think not that the ſneer of an adverſary 1s any proof 


that 
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that he does not fee] what you ſay. His laugh, like the 
ſmooth ſurface of a watch, conceals the various move- 
ments within. Beware of reſentment, if he does not 
yield at once to the force of truth, Pity him, pray 
for him; and adore that power and grace which have 
made you to differ. | 

Believer, you will ſoon have finiſhed your courſe of 
duty and ſuffering. Diſeaſe and death are around 
you; and perhaps there is but a ſtep between you and 
the eternal world. Should it be fo, that your warfare 
is nearly accompliſhed, and all your concern with the 
preſent ſtate drawing to a period, yet fear not, It is a 


ſerious thing to die; nature ihrinks from it, and “ fears 


to launch away ;” but take courage, Chriſtian! Death 
is a conquered enemy; Jeſus has diſarmed it of its power 
to hurt any of his diſciples. © The ſting of death is 
fin :” but through the great Atonement, received by 
faith, the heart is bleſſed with a ſenſe of complete for- 
giveneſs; and by the Holy Spirit revealing Chriſt to 
the conſcience, it is delivered from the dominion of fin. 
« The ſtrength of fin is the law:“ but our illuſtrious 
Surety, having obeyed its commands, and endured its 
curſe, is become © the EN of the law for righteouſneſs, 
to every one that believeth.” If, while we receive for- 


giveneſs through the blood of Chriſt, the lineaments of 


the bleſſed Jeſus are drawn upon us, we may adopt the 
words of the triumphant apoſtle, «© Thanks be to God, 
who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt!” Victory! victory! O redeemed ſoul L Vic- 
tory over ſin, and death, and hell! Victory, not through 
any 
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any worthineſs of your own, but, “through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt.” Victory, not by any frength of your 
own; for, ur giveth us the victory. Now, follow the 
aſcending ſoul, bleſſed with the conqueſt of all his ene- 
mies, and behold him mingling his joys, his ſervices, 
and his ſongs, with thoſe of the ſpirits of juſt men 

made perfect 
Soul concerns are the nobleſt of all concerns. Who is 
the leſs healthy, or the leſs happy, for walking with 
God ; for imitating the example of the Lord Jeſus ; 
and for adjuſting his temper and conduct by the dictates 
of the book of God? The more relucant your heart is 
now, to the great concerns of religion, the more dif- 
ficult you will find it to turn your attention to them in 
a trying hour. Ah! what hard work did poor Mr, 
F. find prayer to be, when ſtruggling with diſeaſe and 
grappling with © the king of terrors.* He had no ac- 
quaintance, from paſt experience, with God, in a Re- 
deemer. Prayer was at laſt a work of neceſſity ; it 
was a new and ſtrange work to him. Now he cries, 
« Mr. C. is right, and, if I recover, I will attend his 
miniſtry.” Now the objects the comparative trifles 
of time, which had ſo long employed his attention, 
and enſlaved his heart, recede; and the weighty thoughts 
of God and the Bible, of heaven and hell, of ſalvation 
and damnation, occupy his foul, Take a view of this 
intelligent, this dying young gentleman, who had been 
a ſpectator of many in the arms of death - ſee the man, 
who at firſt had been kept from a regular attendance 
at the cſtabliſhed church, through his prejudices againſt 
E the 
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the clergy; and from a diſſenting place of worſhip, 
through a ſtrong averſion to the term Method; —view 
him now! and all the little · diſtinctions of names and 
parties are utterly loſt -loſt in the deep impreſſions he 
felt of the awful, yet delightful, realities of an inviſible, 
and eternal world ! 

Perhaps, Reader, you now and then indulge your- 
ſelf in this ſoliloquy, * Thank God, I am not like 
Mr. F. in my religious ſentiments; I am not a deiſt; 
I believe my Bible.” And do you, indeed, believe 
the word of God to be true? What proof are you 
able to produce of this aſſertion? You profeſs to 


believe in God's revealed will; but profeſſion, re- 


member, is not faith, You conſtant]; attend the 
church or meeting, as your parents have done before 
you; but this is no certain proof of your faith in Chriſt; 
for, are not Papiſts, Turks and Pagans, attentive to 
the duties of their different religions? It may be, you 
ſometimes pleaſe yourſelf with the idea, that you are 
not living in whoredom, drunkenneſs, injuſtice, and 
ſimilar evils; that you do not quote the ſcriptures in 
every company, to enliven the mirth of fools; nor 
can you join the ſilly, or the audacious laugh, which 
many indulge, at ſerious tnings, or pious characters. 
This, indeed, is more than many of your neighbours 
can ſay: but it is no proof of your faith in Chriſt. 
A Chriſtian t be a moral man; but how many per- 
ſons, who are truly moral, are ſtrangers to genuine 
Chriſtianity? It is poſſible you may be reformed in 


your conduct; but reformation is not regeneration. 
| You 


K 

You may be another man; but not a new man. You 
may change your ſentiments and improve your beha- 
viour, but not experience that great and ſpiritual 
change in your heart which our Saviour deſcribes in 
thoſe memorable words, © Verily, verily, I ſay unto 
you, ye muſt be barn again.” However decent your 
outward behaviour may be, if your heart is yet un- 
humbled, impure, and impenitent, if your heart is not 
devoted to God, as your higheſt, and only-ſatisfying 
good, you are, after all, but “ like poliſhed marble; 
you have loſt your roughneſs, but not your co/dneſs and 
bardneſs.” Were you really converted to God, this 
promiſe of grace would have been fulfilled in your 
happy experience, © I will take away the ſtony heart, 

and will give you an heart of fleſh.“ | 
Theſe lines, it is very likely, may meet the eye of 
ſome young man, whoſe body is healthy, whoſe heart is 
proud of his perſon and accompliſhments, who is cor- 
rupt in his converſation, dexterous at an oath, and 
who can raiſe a calumny on a ſerious character, and 
ſay, he heard it—laugh at it himſelf, and think it amaz- 
incly clever, becauſe his weak companions laugh too. 
The example of a youth of this deſcription, is more 
carefully to be avoided than the peſtilence ; and let him 
remember, he muſt one day anſwer for his words and 
actions, and feel the tremendous conſequences of 
ruining the ſouls of others, as well as his own. O 
vain creature! all my concern ſor your real welfare 
has, perhaps, very little effect. You bid defiance to 
{cripture, to conſcience, and to God. To whom, 
Ea think 
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think you, would your abſence from the world be the 
moſt trifling loſs? Who is, in the ſmalleſt degree, 
benefited by your converſation or example? Brave 
young man | You can laugh aloud at thoſe poor fools, 
as you call them, who unite in addreſſing their Maker, 
their Redeemer, and friend, in a ſolemn prayer and a 
hymn of praife; you can ridicule them who read their 
Bibles, attend the miniſtry of the word, and converſe 
of the things which belong to their peace; and do you, 
indeed, expect that the juſt and holy God, © who is of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity,” will expreſs his 
approbation of you here, or reward you with heaven 
hereafter ? Go on, O champion of ſin and Satan! pro- 
ceed in your mad career of oppoſition to God, in your 
contempt of the Bible, and hatred of every thing good. 
« Rejoice, O young man! in thy youth; and let thy 
heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth; and walk 
in the ways of thine heart, and in the ſight of thine 
eyes; but know thou that, for all theſe things, God will 
bring thee into judgment.” 

Are you, Reader, one whoſe conſcience in time 
paſt has been convinced and alarmed, by warnings 
from ſcripture ; by the experience and converſation of 
good men; by the confeſſions of bad men; by your 
own afflictions, or the afflictions and death of your 
neighbours ?—and have you made a reſolution to read 
the book of God, to pray in ſecret, to hear the goſpel, 
to ſpeak well of thoſe who are truly pious? Well— 
what has ſince made you ſo indifferent to thoſe exer- 
ciſes? What! have you diſcovered that the Bible 

8 is 


1 
is falſe, that religion is a farce, and that happineſs is to 
be found in the ways of the world, and the practice 
of ſin? and are you, by ſuch an example, i»fefing 
others? © Your laſt ſtate is worſe than the firſt.” 
May God enable you to carry the following words 
every where along with you! © He that being often 
reproved, hardeneth his neck, ſhall ſuddenly be de- 
ſtroyed ; and that, without remedy.” 

Remember, too, that hypocriſy is a dreadful evil. 
You profeſs to love the Bible; but do you eſteem it 
for its humbling doctrines, its pure commands, and 
its promiſes of aſſiſtance againſt ſin? If the ſabbath is 
a fine day, you can viſit your pew, for an hour, in the 
pariſh church; and return with an accurate account 
of the different dreſſes you have there ſeen. Have 
you not many times attended divine worſhip, let con- 
ſcience ſpeak, rather to be admired than to adore your 
Maker ?—and being glad when the ſervice was over, 
how frequently have you invited a party of worldly 
companions to dine with you; and wholly occupied 
the remainder of the ſabbath in unedifying, imperti- 
nent, and trifling converſation. Say, is this what you 
call religion! and do you not bluſh to call it by ſo ve- 
nerable a name? Can you think to impoſe this upon 
ce the God of knowledge, by whom actions are weigh- 
ed,” for genuine religion? Like a fine lady, deceiv- 
ing herſelf and the congregation, while 


cc Her lifted fan, to give a ſolemn air, | 
c Conceals ber face, which paſſes for a prayer,” 
Such 
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Such a faſ>:onable religion may ſuit a depraved and 
vain heart, but it will not bear the ſcrutiny of reaſon, 
of ſcripture, of ſevere affliction, or of a dying bed. 

Perhaps you are ready to reply, that you are not à 
churchman ; that you cannot bear a miniſter who is 
deſtitute of © the key of knowledge,” a miniſter who 
loves his pleaſure more than his work; and who dreſſes 
like a beau; and is as much, nay, more in his clement, 
at the race-ground, the card-table, the ball, or the play, 
than in the pulpit. You, for your part, read your Bi- 
ble, judge for yourſelf, and pity the ignorance, and 
ſelf-righteous pride of theſe phariſees and hypocrites. 
Well—the members of the church of England differnt 
from the church of Rome, and you are a diſſenter from 
the church of England; but aſſure yourſelf, if, under 
this profeſſion, your heart is unſanctified, and fin is un- 
ſubdued, you are alſo at enmity with Chriſt's com- 
mands, his grace, and Split, and with a holy, hum- 
ble, heavenly converſation. In vain the churchman 
diſſents from the papiſt, in vain another diſſents from 
the churchman, if neither departs from in and /inners : 
For 

God is the Judge of bearts; no fair diſguiſes 
Can ſcreen the guilty, when bis vengeance riſes. 


Reader, are you truly convinced of your ſinful and 
guilty condition as a fallen creature? Do you feel that 
you are a tranſgreſſor of the divine law ; that you have 
failed in your duty both to God and man? Do you 


tremble at that ſentence, © Curſed is every one that 
continueth 


7 wo 


continueth not in all things written in the book of the N 
law to do them ?” Does your heart condemn you, 5 
under convictions of the truth, and of the Spirit of 
God? and are you anxious for the forgiveneſs of your 
ſins, and the ſalvation of your foul? * Fear not, for 
behold ! I bring you glad tidings; for unto 'you is 
born a SaviouR, who is Chriſt the Lord.” Through 
this gracious Mediator, who, as the SureTy of his 
people, had all their fins charged upon him, and who 
bore the puniſhment due to them, divine compaſſion 
is extended, tranſgreſſions of every poſſible deſcrip- 
tion are forgiven, juſtice 1s fatisfied, the (inner pluck- 
ed from the jaws of hell, and elevated to all the feli- 
city of heaven, Yes, anxious Reader, believing in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, confeſſing and forſaking your 
ſins, you ſhall aſſuredly find mercy—mercy to par- 
don them—to pardon them every one—to pardon 
them for ever. The promiſe will never be revoked, 
throughout all generations, © I will be merciful to 
their unrighteouſneſs, their ſins and iniquities will I 
remember no more.” The fears of a ſelf-coademned 
ſinner, very frequently are, that God will remember 
his iniquities againſt him—that he will mark his tranſ- 
greſſions and puniſh him; his heart is overwhelmed 
with the fear of death, of judgment, and eternity ; but 
when God forgives the returning prodigal, what tranſ- 
porting tidings | his fins and his iniquities he remem- 
bers no more. Fe views him in the righteouſneſs of 
the Redeemer, * without ſpot, blemiſh, or any ſuch 
thing.“ If, through grace, you are enabled to return 

4 to 


(56 ) 

to God, confiding in the great propitiation, acknow- 
ledging and relinquiſhing your paſt fins, and © yielding 
yourſelf” to Father, Son, and Spirit, as your Sove- 
reign, your Saviour, and your Reſt, “ you ſhall be ſav- 
ed“ ſaved from the curſe, the guilt, the dominion of 
ſin—“ ſaved in the Lord, with an everlaſting ſalva- 
tion, and ſhall not be aſhamed, nor confounded, world 
without end!“ 

Recollect, Reader, you have had another warning. 
Do not paſs an opinion upon this pamphlet till you 
have entered into a ſerious examination of your heart. 
You are liable every day to be ſeized by almoſt a 
thouſand diſeaſes. Look a little before you—yonder 
comes one who will try your character, your condition, 
and your courage.—He is marching on towards you, 
and makes a rapid progreſs, He ſpares neither rich 
nor poor, old nor young. Who is it? It is Death !— 
wreſiſtible, unrelenting DEATH]! For, © it is appoint- 


ed to men once to die,” (prepared or unprepared), 


tc and afterwards—afterwards—the judgment.“ There 
both I, the writer, and you, the: reader, of theſe lines, 
muſt quickly meet. May it be to give up our account 
with joy and not with grief! Amen, 


THE END, 
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